ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE

L RALP mEcHan UNITED STATES COURTS
JAMES & NACKRLIN R WASHINGTON. D.C. 20544
DEPL Ty D RDUVIOR

June 26, 1990

5_——_._——{“ A TRADITION OF SERVICE TO THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY

Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chaiman, Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington. D. C. 20510-6275

Dear Mr. Chairman:

It was reported to me that at the hearing this morning on S. 2648
you were deeply concerned by comments attributed to me in a Legal
Times article which you believe reflected adversely on vourself and your
colleagues. That was not my intent nor do I believe it was so construed
by the judges who were present. These comments do not reflect the
views of the Judicial Conference as Chief Justice Rehnquist advised you
on _June 12th. A copy of the Chief Justice’s letter is enclosed.

I apologize for my remarks which resulted in unfair
charactenzations of your motives. I had understood that my comments
were off the record and were being made only to the federal judges of
the D. C. Circuit, who had expressed a great interest in your bill, S. 2648.
I regret that my -- and the Conference’s -- words of praise for you have
not received the same attention. Your leadership on the judgeship bill is
sincerely appreciated and well recognized by the Judicial Branch and by
me. In fact, at the same meeting, I praised your action in introducing a
judgeship bill as a "major breakthrough", a statement which along with
other positive comments I made about the progress made on Title I of
your bill, did not appear in the report.

I hope that the friction of recent days can be put behind us and
that we both can return to our shared goal of advancing the cause of
justice through mutual cooperation and an understanding of the needs of
our respective branches.

— <




Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Page two

I will be pleased to come to your office this afternoon or at any
other time to carry this same message and respond personally to your

concerns.

Sincerely.
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LLRalph Mecham
Director
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CHAMBENS OF
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

June 12, 1990

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman,

I have received your letter of June 6th inquiring as to
a newspaper column report of statements made by Ralph
Mecham, Director of the Administrative Office, at the
District of Columbia Circuit Conference in Hershey. Mr.
Mecham was speaking "off the cuff" to an audience of lawyers
and judges, and his jocular remarks about the civil justice
and judgeship provisions of S. 2648 do not represent the
position of the Judicial Conference, The Conference has
long favored the creation of additional judgeships, and its
position on the civil justice legislation is being worked
out by the Committee of District Judges about which you and
I spoke when we had lunch in April.

Sincerely,
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SEN. BIDEN PLEUGES MORE
REJECTS JUDICIaARY (CRITICE

FEDERAL JUDGES, -
st OF REFORM BILL

b*L'tJ

WASHIKGTON (BNA)} -~ Stung by criticism that he and the Senate Judiciary
panel he chaire are plaving politics with additional federal judgeshinz, Sen.
Joseph Biden (D-Del) June 26 denied anyv such game-plaving, pledging "a
significant number of new judges” as part of a bipartisan civil justice
reform biil now headed for markup.

Despite efforts this vear by Biden and committes ranking mlPOPl»Y member
Sen. Strom Thurmond (k-5C} to overcome the objections of the federal
Judiciary to a legislative effort to reform the civii justice system itc
reduce expense and delays, representatives of the judiciary testified that

- 'q

they oppose a bipartisan bill zs an unnecessary intrusion by Congress.
Three federal judges testified against the Judicial Improvements Act  of
1880 (S 2648 )--introduced May 17 by Hiden and Thurmond as a new and improved
version of an eariier bill (98 DER A-11. 5/21/@0}—*nut they endorsed its
provisions ing for 77 acd i judgeships to relieve the criminail
caseload 1 ing i O around 3 nry.

Although f v his civii justice ref rm measurs at . .
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Resppnse To Charge Of Political Favoritism -
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and published in a news account of the D.C. Circuit’s 51st annual judicial
conference. Mecham was attributed as saying Biden placed some of the proposed T,
77 new judgeships in districts that would win political favor rather than in

areas identified by the Judicial Conference as having a need for additional

judges.

Biden denied the charge, saying the aszsignment of judges in the
legislation was made largely on the basis of criminal caseloads burdened bv
drug prosecutions. He repeatedly came back tc the published account during
the hearing, retorting that "When it comes to polities and doling out

.

patronage, the Judicial Conference has no peer.’ -

The chairman gave the witnezsas tne opportmunity to comment »n or concamn
echam’ s remarks, but he found no takerz. U.Z. Distriet Court Chief Jus
thert ¥_ Peckham, a memver of the. conference and the cha:Am n of the
curfewence s subcommittee on the early versien of the civi! ;

311 (S 502?,, responded that he had not read the remarks,
apout them.

Biden called the fai
from Mecham™s allegation "a
“will not tolerate hp*ng on
without responding.”
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oL COUrLa, ?
exyenr e and delay re 2TABES 2T Or asoptes T
3 model plan deveior-=s hy tLe Gudicia. Conference. The four-year pilot

programs would use a tracking system to separate the simple cases that can be
handled quickly from those that are more complex. The plans in each disirict
caurt would be developed after cons? de*lng‘recommendatlons of .an expert
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such as the establishment of early trial dates within 18 months of a
complaint filing.
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